The course of antibiotics needs to be 7 days to completely kill the bacteria. A few days of injections until you can't catch the lamb easily often results in the bacteria flaring up again and you have a permanently lame lamb. The bacteria causes irreparable damage to the joints very quickly so the key to successful treatment is to catch the cases early and to prevent joint swelling at the beginning of the pathology by using an anti-inflammatory such as Finadyne or Metacam.
There are a significant number of lambs that won't get better. The risk of exposure to lambs is high as there are many sources of S. Dysgalactiae :  in the birth canal and milk of some ewes  on the teats of ewes  on shepherds' hands  on feeding bottles, teats and tubes  on taggers, ringers and equipment  in the environment, it survives in a dormant state in dry straw! It can attack the lamb from many directions:  through the mouth  nose  navel  skin from castration  docking  tagging
Joint Ill in Lambs
Preventive antibiotics are not useful. When would you give the injection to prevent disease-at birth, housing, castration, tagging, docking?
Our advice in flocks where we see outbreaks of joint ill is to ensure:  good colostrum uptake in all lambs  to pay attention to hygiene at key points in the lamb's life  identify the risk factors on the farm. 
WORMING EWES AT LAMBING TIME
The main aim of worm control around lambing time is to minimise the future contamination of pastures by eggs passed from the ewes. The immune system of the ewe is under a lot of pressure in late pregnancy and early lactation meaning some ewes fail to control the amount of worm eggs they pass. These eggs hatch and develop into infective larvae when the weather conditions are ideal, and this leads to disease in lambs later in the grazing season. This increase of worms passed by the ewes is called the 'peri-parturient rise (PPR)', it can be controlled by dosing ewes around lambing time.
Our advice is that lambing time is the only time where we need to consider worming ewes. However, with the problems of anthelmintic resistance we are seeing blanket treating all ewes is not ideal and will only make our resistance problems worse in the long run. Some factors to consider when you are worming your ewes at lambing time are: Phone and speak to one of the farm team to discuss a programme for your flock in terms of which drug to use and when.
SELECTING BEEF HEIFERS FOR BREEDING
Your heifers are the lifeblood of the herd and a valuable source of new maternal genetics, they are also a significant investment whether homebred or purchased. We have put together some questions that are relevant in selecting your breeding heifers and managing that investment well.
Is she well enough grown?
Heifers that are 60 % of their mature weight at bulling are much more likely to be cycling and fertile, continue to grow out into cows and be mature enough to calve easily. This growth will be influenced both by genetics and management.
Is she healthy and free from diseases that could affect her breeding potential? BVD, Lepto and IBR are the diseases which will affect fertility most on your farm. A control plan for these is fundamental in preventing potential disasters. When purchasing heifers TB and Johnes are also well worth considering.
Has she good maternal traits?
Will she milk, be docile and calve easily? Dairy bred heifers will tick these boxes, but many don't have the conformation, breed type and health status we need in our beef herds. Robustness, longevity and the fact that a beef bull tends to be used on the portion of the dairy herd that is less fertile or has disease issues means that beef bred animals that may be less milky are always a consideration.
What bull is best to put her in calf to?
A small calf without extreme muscling is always going to be easier calved. The size and muscling of a calf produced by a crossbred heifer can't be predicted by just looking at her. She could breed like her dam or sire. Many pure-bred bulls will have calving ease figures available. Select a low calving ease figure with a high accuracy (>60 % accuracy). This will give a short gestation and a low birth weight calf (N.B. maternal calving ease figures are not an indicator of calf birth weight-they indicate the ease of calving of the daughters of the mating.) A female calf is smaller than a male so sexed semen is an option to consider for heifers.
Is she fertile?
Heifers that were born from fertile dams and that are well grown are likely to be more fertile. Home bred heifers that are born first in the calving period are obviously going to be from cows that got in calf quickly and are likely to be more fertile. Freemartins in the beef herd are less frequent than in the dairy herd but up to 7% of beef pregnancies are twins and therefore have the risk of being freemartins. It is worth remembering that not all twin pregnancies calve 2 calfs, a good proportion result in one calf being reabsorbed. This means not all non-breeders have been born as a twin. (A freemartin is a heifer born a twin to a bull calf, >90 % of these heifers are non-breeders)
Is she likely to calve easily?
Calving ease is influenced by factors such as body condition at calving, calf size and conformation and cow pelvic size and shape.
Body condition should be 2.5 at calving, nutrition plays the biggest part in achieving this target. The calf size and conformation are directly influenced by the genetics of the dam and sire. Pelvic area measurement is a useful tool to predict the likelihood of a difficult calving. A pelvimeter is an instrument with which we can measure the pelvis, calculate the pelvic area and predict ease of calving. This is best done at 12-18 months of age to be most accurate.
We believe that vet prebreeding assessments are invaluable in helping you answer many of these questions. An annual prebreeding visit could include a pelvic measurement of your 12-month-old heifers and a check to make sure they are not freemartins along with an examination of the older heifers before they go to the bull to ensure they are cycling.
Phone and speak to one of the farm vets if you are interested.
The major source of liver fluke infestations this next summer/autumn will be from fluke eggs passed by sheep and cattle which are currently carrying an adult fluke burden. For cattle that have been housed for over three months all the flukes they are carrying will be adults and should be killed by an Albendazole drench (e.g. Albex or Tramazole 10%). Even if cattle have been treated after housing (e.g. with Trodax or Closamectin pour on) it would be worthwhile checking a pooled dung sample to see whether there is a fluke burden. By ensuring that cattle and sheep are not carrying adult flukes in spring the fluke challenge for the coming year will be reduced.
For more information about fluke control in cattle and sheep please speak to one of the farm vets.
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Fluke Treatments for Cows at Turnout
It may seem hard to believe but eventually the land will dry out, grass will start to grow and 'turnout day' will be upon us! First season grazers will be turned out with no immunity to gutworms and, unless vaccinated for lungworm with Huskvac, totally susceptible to lungworm. To keep animals healthy and maintain growth rates, various worm control strategies are used to reduce the exposure to worms (e.g. use of clean grazing) and to control worm burdens while at the same time allowing cattle to develop an immunity using either pour-ons, injections or boluses.
To discuss which product may be most appropriate and for a quote, please contact the surgery. We have summarised some of the more popular products with treatment protocols below. For more information on worming at turnout, please speak to a member of the farm team.
Worming Options for Youngstock After Turnout
We have been informed by MSD (the manufacturers) of a likely shortage of Leptavoid H this spring due to batch failures during the latest production runs. We currently have plenty of vaccine in stock but are likely to run out over the next month. We would encourage anyone who is planning to vaccinate this spring to secure their vaccine in good time and in particular if taking the first dose for replacement heifers to make sure you order enough to give the second dose at the time of the original order.
Leptavoid H Supply Problems

